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Module  2:  Personal  Focus 


Module  2 has  a personal  focus.  Students  explore  a variety  of  texts  to  reflect  on  issues  such  as  identity,  body 
image,  peer  pressure,  gossip,  and  self-esteem.  They  are  given  opportunities  to  explore  thoughts,  ideas, 
feelings,  and  experiences — both  their  own  and  other  people’s — that  deal  with  these  issues. 

Remind  your  student  to  contact  his  or  her  teacher  if  he  or  she  has  any  concerns  about  the  assignments. 
Feedback  is  important  for  the  learning  process.  Although  assessment  helps  measure  progress,  feedback  often 
offers  strategies  for  improvement  before  the  next  assignment. 

Section  1:  Reading  and  Writing 

In  Section  1 students  explore  the  reading  and  writing  processes.  They  are  provided  with  strategies  to  help 
them  become  more  skilful  as  readers  and  writers.  They  briefly  review  matters  of  correctness.  By  developing  an 
awareness  of  their  writing  and  reading  processes,  students  recognize  their  strengths  and  weaknesses  and  are 
better  able  to  set  goals  for  themselves  in  English  language  arts. 

• Begin  by  discussing  with  your  student  how  he  or  she  reads  different  materials.  Stress  the  importance 
of  knowing  the  purpose  for  reading  a particular  text  so  that  his  or  her  reading  speed  can  be  adjusted  to 
suit  the  purpose. 

• You  might  wish  to  have  your  student  reproduce  the  table  on  reading  speeds  and  purpose  for  reading 
from  page  153  of  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  as  a poster  and  display  it  for  easy  reference. 

• Practise  previewing  texts  with  your  student  before  he  or  she  begins  a reading  assignment. 

• Encourage  your  student  to  use  the  SQ3R  method  for  reading  study  material. 

• Encourage  your  student  to  make  use  of  writing  tools  such  as  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook, 
dictionary,  thesaurus,  and  conferencing. 

Section  2:  On  the  More  Serious  Side 

In  Section  2 students  explore  literature  selections  written  in  the  following  formats:  magazine  article,  interview, 
fable,  poem,  and  short  story.  These  selections  deal  with  issues  such  as  self-esteem,  identity,  personal  best, 
champions  and  role  models,  and  gossip. 

• For  Lesson  1 students  are  asked  to  prepare  a survey  form,  conduct  a survey,  and  summarize  the  survey 
results.  You  may  need  to  help  your  student  find  people  in  your  community  who  are  willing  to  complete 
your  student’s  survey. 

• For  Lesson  2 you  may  know  someone  who  has  learned  a second  language.  You  may  be  able  to  arrange 
for  your  student  to  talk  with  him  or  her  about  the  experience.  Prior  to  the  visit,  you  may  want  to  help 
your  student  develop  a set  of  sensitively  written  interview  questions. 

• For  Lesson  3 brainstorm  with  your  student  a list  of  people  who  might  be  considered  champions.  Discuss 
with  your  student  what  makes  each  one  a champion. 

• In  Lesson  3 students  review  how  to  write  dialogue  and  use  quotation  marks.  Encourage  students  to  use 
the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  whenever  they  are  editing  their  work. 
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• For  Lesson  4 encourage  your  student  to  search  the  library  and  Internet  for  fables  from  a variety 
of  cultures.  Point  out  to  your  student  that  fables  from  different  cultures  often  have  similar  ideas 
and  characters.  Sometimes,  however,  different  cultures  have  conflicting  ideas  about  what  human 
characteristics  an  animal  represents.  For  example,  to  some  Aboriginal  People  of  North  America,  the  wolf 
symbolizes  loyalty  because  of  its  strong  family  ties.  To  Europeans,  the  wolf  was  a frightening  animal  that 
ate  their  livestock,  and  so  to  them  it  represented  danger. 

• Remind  your  student,  when  accessing  the  Internet,  to  follow  the  guidelines  for  determining  the  reliability 
of  a website  suggested  in  Module  1:  Section  3,  Lesson  2. 
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STUDENT  FILE  NUMBER 
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Date  Submitted: 
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FOR  SCHOOL  USE  ONLY 


Assigned  Teacher: 


Date  Assignment  Received: 


Grading: 


Teacher’s  Comments 


Teacher’s  Signature 


Home  Instructor:  Keep  this  sheet  when  it  is  returned  to  you  as  a record  of  the  student’s  progress. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SUBMITTING 
THIS  DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 


When  you  are  registered  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  regularly  submit  completed 
assignments  for  correction.  Try  to  submit  each  Assignment  Booklet  as  soon  as  you  complete  it.  Do  not  submit 
more  than  one  Assignment  Booklet  in  one  subject  at  the  same  time.  Before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet, 
please  check  the  following: 

• Are  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  ensure  accuracy  in  spelling  and  details? 

• Is  the  booklet  cover  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1.  Do  not  enclose  letters  with  your  Assignment 

2.  Put  your  Assignment  Booklet  in  an  envelope 
sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope. 

FAXING 

1 . Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  You 
also  may  be  required  to  e-mail  some  of  your  assignments.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  e-mail  address. 


Booklets.  Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  2A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  8:  MODULE  2 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  80  marks  out  of  the  total  138  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  2.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in 
the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully 
before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  assignments. 
If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Reading  and  Writing 

1.  Imagine  that  you  are  reading  a story.  Are  you  reading  it  to  find  the  answer  to  a 
question  about  characterization,  or  are  you  reading  it  simply  for  entertainment? 
How  might  the  difference  in  your  purpose  affect  the  way  you  read  the  story?  Answer 
these  questions  in  three  or  more  sentences. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1 

Thought  and  Support 

• This  question  has  been  considered  thoughtfully. 

• The  student  has  made  a sincere  effort  to  apply  his  or  her 
knowledge  of  the  reading  process. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

2 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 


English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  2 


2 


Assignment  Booklet  2A 


When  you  have  completed  question  1,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  12 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

2.  Polish  Journal  Entry  2B  that  you  wrote  in  Lesson  2.  Write  your  polished  entry  in  the 
space  provided. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• The  writer’s  purpose  is  self-evident. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in 
spelling,  grammar,  capitalization,  and  punctuation. 

2 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  16 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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3.  The  paragraph  that  follows  needs  editing.  It  has  errors  in  spelling,  capitalization, 
and  punctuation.  Locate  and  correct  the  errors.  You  should  find  ten  errors. 

What  did  you  do  in  this  section:  you  reviewed  the  stages  of  the  writing  process, 

and  you  reviewed  the  skills  you  use  at  each  stage  in  the  process  to.  Remember 

that  you  will  not  always  follow  the  writing  process  in  a certain  order.  For 

example  you  maydo  some  revising  stop  to  brain  storm  further  ideas  do  some 

editing,  and  then  stop  to  search  for  more  new  material.  Use  the  writing  process 

whenever  you  write.  The  more  you  use  it,  the  more  comfortable  you  will  be  with 

your  own  writing,  and  the  more  affective  you  will  become  as  a Writer. 

When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  24 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

Section  2 Assignment:  On  the  More  Serious  Side 

1.  In  Lesson  1 you  completed  a survey  on  an  issue  that  concerns  you. 

a.  Attach  a copy  of  the  survey  form  you  created  to  this  Assignment  Booklet.  Be 
sure  to  label  your  form  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  2A:  Section  2,  question  1.  a. 

Your  survey  will  be  assessed  according  to  the  following  assessment  criteria: 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1.  a. 

Thought  and  Support 

• Questions  are  thoughtful  and  appropriate. 

• Questions  are  not  judgemental. 

• Most  questions  are  close-ended. 

• The  purpose  of  the  survey  is  clearly  stated. 

3 marks 

Presentation 

• The  survey  form  is  neat  and  easy  to  read. 

• The  text  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors 
in  spelling,  grammar,  and  punctuation. 

2 marks 
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b.  Write  a short  report  explaining  how  you  conducted  the  survey  and  summarizing 
your  results.  Use  the  following  checklist  as  a guide  in  writing  your  report. 


Did  you  state  the  purpose  of  your  survey  clearly? 

Did  you  carefully  explain  how  your  subjects  were  selected? 

Did  you  tabulate  and  analyze  the  data  correctly? 

Did  you  summarize  your  results  carefully? 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1.  b. 

Thought  and  Support 

• This  experience  has  been  considered  thoughtfully. 

• The  student  has  made  a sincere  effort  to  assess 
what  has  been  learned  from  the  experience. 

• Strengths  and  weaknesses  have  been  discussed 
insightfully. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

• The  text  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in 
spelling,  grammar,  and  punctuation. 

2 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  1,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  33 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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2.  a.  In  Lesson  2 you  read  the  poems  “How  Feel  I Do?”  and  “I  Lost  My  Talk.”  Use  the 
following  chart  to  compare  the  poems. 


“How  Feel  1 Do?” 

"1  Lost  My  Talk” 

Poet 

Topic 

Feelings 

Message 

Punctuation  and 
Capitalization 
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b.  Which  poem  do  you  prefer?  Why? 


When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  38 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

3.  In  Lesson  3 you  read  the  story  “Joy-riding.”  Both  Peter  and  Kevin  change  during  the 
course  of  the  story  and  experience  different  personal  breakthroughs,  or  successes, 
by  the  end  of  this  story. 

a.  Explain  how  Peter  changes  and  what  his  personal  success  is.  Give  examples. 
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b.  Explain  how  Kevin  changes  and  what  his  personal  success  is.  Give  examples. 


4.  In  Lesson  3 you  reviewed  how  to  write  dialogue  in  a short  story.  For  each  of  the 
following  sentences 

• replace  the  tag  word  said  with  an  alternative  word 

• add  quotation  marks  and  other  necessary  punctuation 

a.  You  still  owe  me  five  dollars  Bruce  said. 


b.  Mary  said  I’m  getting  in  shape  for  the  race. 


c.  Mom  said  Rachel  at  dinner  I want  to  try  out  for  the  hockey  team. 


© 


d.  Stop  said  the  policeman  you’re  under  arrest. 
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5.  In  Lesson  3 you  thought  about  champions  and  role  models  and  their  impact  on 
personal  identity.  Think  of  a person  whom  you  consider  to  be  a champion  and 
write  a paragraph  on  what  makes  that  person  a champion.  Be  sure  to  include 
details  to  support  your  observations. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  5 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  paragraph  focuses  on  the  achievements  of  the  subject. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  introduction  and  conclusion  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling, 
grammar,  capitalization,  and  punctuation. 

2 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  5,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  44 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

6.  A symbol  is  a person,  place,  object,  or  event  that  is  used  to  represent  something 
else.  For  example,  a rainbow  may  be  used  as  a symbol  of  hope. 

a.  What  do  the  feathers  represent  in  “Feathers  in  the  Wind?” 


© 


b.  Explain  the  effectiveness  of  this  symbol. 
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7.  It  would  have  been  faster  for  the  wise  woman  in  the  fable  “Feathers  in  the  Wind”  to 
give  Rumour  the  answer  to  his  question.  Why  do  you  think  she  did  not  do  that? 


8. 


Polish  your  fable  that  you  wrote  in  Lesson  4 and  write  it  in  the  space  provided.  Your 
fable  will  be  assessed  according  to  the  following  criteria. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  8 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  fable  is  imaginative  and  well  developed. 

• The  characters  are  appropriate  for  the  situation. 

• The  dialogue  is  purposeful. 

• The  audience,  tone,  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

5 marks 

Form  and  Structure 

• The  work  contains  the  elements  of  a fable. 

• The  ideas  flow  smoothly  and  clearly. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  for  matters  of  correctness. 

2 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  8,  submit  Assignment  Booklet  2A,  along 
with  your  survey,  for  assessment.  Then  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  49 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  school  you  arc  registered  with  may  require  you  to  submit  this  signed  form  with  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student.  If  the  student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration 
may  need  to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling 
coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the  assignment  results.  Please  contact  your  school  and 
ask  if  this  completed  form  is  required. 


STUDENTS  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in  the 
following  space. 
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